THE   EMANCIPATOR   OF   THE   SLAVES

a little later, General Cameron, then Secretary
of War, suggested the arming of the blacks, I
objected because I did not yet think it an indis-
pensable necessity.  When, still  later,  General
Hunter   attempted   military   emancipation,   I
again forbade it, because I did not yet think the
indispensable   necessity  had  come.   When  in
March and May and July, 1865, I made earnest
and successive appeals to the border states to
favour  compensated  emancipation,  I  believed -
the indispensable necessity for military emanci-
pation and arming the blacks would come un-
less averted by that measure. They declined the
proposition, and I was, in my best judgement,
driven to the alternative of either surrendering
the Union and with it the Constitution, or of
laying strong hands upon the colored element.
I chose the latter/

Throughout the year 1863 Lincoln laboured
to establish emancipation. He issued his pro-
clamation upon reconstruction at the end of the
year and made it clear that the new governments
of former rebel states could be recognised only
if they supported the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. That was an essential part of his terms.
Any government desiring recognition must in-
clude the support of emancipation in its oath.
'While I remain in my present position/ he
said, T shall not attempt to restrict or modify
the Emancipation Proclamation; nor shall I